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March 9, 1900 5o0 

B p ports from Matanzas, Cardenas, Isabela de Sagua, and Caibarien. 

Matanzas, Cuba, February 21, 1900. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith the following sanitary 
report of the quarantine district under my command for the week ended 
February 17, 1900: 

M<ttanza,s. — Thirty deaths occurred in the city of Matanzas during the 
period covered by this report, showing a mortality of 39.16 per 1,000. 
The principal causes of death were as follows : Euteritis, 4 ; broncho- 
pneumonia, 2 ; malaria, 2 ; cerebral hemorrhage, 2 ; bronchitis, 2 ; in fan- 
til tetanus, 2 ; tuberculosis, 1 ; yellow fever, 1 ; heart disease, 1 ; other 
causes, 13. The following cases of an infectious or contagious character 
were reported : Diphtheria, 3 ; measles, 2 ; yellow fever, 1 ; infectious 
fever, 1. As to the case of yellow fever reported February 15, 1900, I 
beg to state that on the 16th ultimo I was officially informed that the 
patient died at hospital on said day. I also beg to state that on Tues- 
day, February 13, 10 coffins containing the bodies of soldiers who died 
from different diseases, and whose remains have been disinterred at this 
city, were shipped on the United States transport Buford to be trans- 
ferred to New York. Eight foreign vessels were inspected on arrival. 
Seven bills of health were issued to foreign vessels. Twenty one health 
certificates were issued, 3 of these to persons leaving the island via 
Havana. Twelve pieces of baggage were inspected and passed. 

Cardenas. — Acting Asst. Surg. Enrique Saez reports that 14 deaths 
occurred in Cardenas during the week. The principal causes of death 
were as follows : Pneumonia (la grippe;, 4 ; tuberculosis, 1 ; heart disease, 
1 ; tetanus, 1 ; enteritis, 1 ; malaria, 1 ; other causes, 5. No cases of a 
particularly infectious or contagious character were reported. Eleven 
vessels were inspected on arrival; 3 of these were foreign vessels and 8 
coasting vessels. Six bills of health were issued to foreign vessels. 

Isabela, de Sagua. — Acting Asst. Surg. Pedro Garcia Eiera reports 2 
bills of health were issued to foreign vessels. 

Caibarien. — Acting Asst. Surg. Bernardo Escobar reports 4 deaths 
occurred in Caibarien during the week, all from general diseases. Three 
coasting vessels were inspected on arrival. Three certificates of inspec- 
tion were issued to coasting vessels. No cases of a particularly infec- 
tious or contagious character were reported. 

Eespectfully, Felix Garcia, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, JJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report from Santiago, Manzanillo, and Daiquiri. 

Santiago ds Cuba, February 14, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following sanitary report of the 
fourth district of the island of Cuba for the week ended February 10, 
1900 : 

Santiago. — There was a total of 24 deaths reported during this period 
from the following causes : Tuberculosis, 5 ; intestinal diseases, 4 ; 
malarial diseases, 3 ; meningitis, 2 ; pneumonia, 1 ; other causes, 9 ; 
total. 24. Population, 43,000 ; mortality, 29. The sanitary condition 
of the city continues to be good. No yellow fever or smallpox was 
reported. 

Manzanillo. — Acting Asst. Surg. R. de Socarras reports a total of 7 
deaths, as follows : Pneumonia, 1 ; enteritis, 1 ; malaria, 1 ; other 
causes, 4. 



551 March 9, 1900 

No yellow fever or smallpox reported and nothing of interest has 
occurred among the shipping. 

Daiquiri. — Acting Asst. Surg. Juan J. de Jongh reports nothing of 
interest. 

Eespectfully, H. S. Camineeo, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M.'H. S., In Temporary Charge. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Santiago .de Cuba, February 21, 1900. 

Sir: I have the hcnor to make the following report of the sanitary 
condition of the fourth district of the island of Cuba for the week ended 
February 17, 1900 : 

Santiago. — During this week there was a total of 27 deaths, an increase 
of 3 over the preceding week. The following were the principal causes : 
Tuberculosis, 3 ; tetanus infantile, 2 ; malarial fevers, 4 ; intestinal dis- 
eases, 7 ; pneumonia, 3 ; heart disease, 4 ; other causes, 4 ; total, 27. 
Population, 43,000 ; mortality, 32.65. 

Yellow fever. — No cases of yellow fever have been reported for the 
week, 1 case not previously reported in January came to my knowl- 
edge from private sources since my return. The case was removed to 
the country and the house disinfected. 

The steamship Maria Rerrera was disinfected on February 15, prior 
to departure for Santo Domingo and Porto Eico. Fifty-three pieces of 
baggage ^ere disinfected. 

The same day the U. S. army transport McPherson sailed for New York 
with the remains of 74 soldiers who died principally of yellow fever. 
Some of the bodies were in a state of active decomposition, others were 
nothing but dry bones. The interiors of the hermetically sealed cas- 
kets were disinfected with carbolic acid and formalin; previous to 
embarkation the outside cases were thoroughly washed with a solution 
of bichloride of mercury. 

ManzanUlo. — Dr. R. de Socarras reports 7 deaths from the following 
causes : Pneumonia, 1 ; tetanus, 2 ; malaria, 1 ; other causes, 3. Total, 7. 

Daiquiri. — Doctor Juan J. de Jongh reports no death for the period. 
Respectfully, Herman B. Parker, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8., In Command. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

ENGLAND. 

The vaccination controversy at Leicester. 

r For thirty years Leicester has been the theatre of a crusade against 
vaccination which has, from time to time, attracted the attention at 
least of the medical world. The controversy has now reached the acute 
stage, and at this writing it is safe to presume that British law is about 
to overcome most obstinate prejudice. The consular agent makes the 
following interesting r6sum6 of the agitation : 

"In 1867 the British Government passed what was known as 'The 
Principal Vaccination Act,' the object being to make vaccination com- 
pulsory under penalty. Pursuant to this act, the Leicester board of 
guardians, a body constituted under parliamentary authority for the 
relief of the poor, appointed a vaccination officer, whose duties began 
on July 1, 1868, and prosecutions for noncompliance with the act com- 



